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PRATTVILLE − The Autauga County Board of Educa-
tion wants to raise property tax by 7 mills, a move that
would pump about $7 million a year into county schools.

But will the increase pass a public vote?
“They trying that again so soon?” said Prattville resi-

dent Tyler Lightsey, with a snort of disgust. “It’ll never
pass.”

The previous administration, both superintendent
and board, backed a 15-mill property tax increase in
2022, with the money earmarked for capital projects. It
was decided by voters in the city of Prattville and a small
area outside of Prattville, with the money going to
schools inside the city limits and Prattville High School,
which is just outside the city limits.

The increase was defeated by about 70 votes out of
about 11,000 cast.

This time, the tax would be county-wide.
It’s past time for the schools to be adequately funded,

said Kayla Reynolds, an Autauga County resident.
“I would have voted for the last tax increase if I could

have,” she said. “What’s an extra $70 or $140 a year when
it comes to schools. We have to do something or we are
going to start getting behind.

“Just look at what Elmore County is doing with build-
ing new facilities for its school system. We have to do
something.”

The system’s budget is now partially supported by
state and federal funds that will dry up beginning next
year. Without additional revenue, services could de-
crease, employees could be laid off and schools could be
closed, Superintendent Lyman Woodfin said.

“I’m not passing judgment on how a past administra-
tion did it, but when this was first being discussed by the
board I said it was county-wide or not at all,” Woodfin
said. “I think it’s important that the tax will be county-
wide and go to all the schools.”

A 7-mill increase would be an increase of about $70 a

year in property tax payments on a home valued at
$100,000. The money would be used for building new
facilities and maintaining current facilities as well as
preserving teacher units and a bonus system for teach-

ers and staff, Woodfin said.
The school system is the largest em-

ployer in the county, providing about
1,200 full- and part-time jobs. It has an
enrollment of about 9,000 and operates
14 schools.

Data from the state revenue depart-
ment shows Autauga is ranked 128 out
of 138 school systems in the state when

it comes to funding. Autauga has 7 mills on the books
for property tax relating to local funding, but a 10-mill
total to meet minimum state required funding.

“We’re 128th out of 138 systems,” Woodfin said. “I
just want to get to 114th when it comes to funding. Let
me show you what we can do at 114th.”

The logistics are complicated. The BOE is seeking
Legislative approval for a constitutional amendment to
go on the General Election ballots in November. Voters
in the county will give the thumbs up or thumbs down.

But the Legislative clock is ticking. Whether or not
the election gets approval before current session ex-
pires is up in the air. If approval doesn't come this ses-
sion, it will be pursued next year, Woodfin said. If the
proposal goes before the voters in 2025 then it would
require a special election.

Timing is key, Woodfin said. Budgets this year and
next year should be in good shape. But after that, the
finances get more complicated.

“We are in pretty good shape now,” Woodfin said,
following the BOE meeting where the proposal was ap-
proved. “But I have serious concerns for our financial
stability in the future, especially starting in the
2025-2026 school year. You either raise revenue or cut
expenses.

“If our people don’t vote for the tax, I’m not going to
be mad. But reality is reality. I’m going to have to make
payroll. You will see a complete reconstitution of this
system. And a 14-school model will not work.”

Contact Montgomery Advertiser reporter Marty Ro-
ney at mroney@gannett.com.

Students load onto Autauga County school buses at Prattville Junior High School in Prattville.
MICKEY WELSH / ADVERTISER

In the voters’ hands 
Public to decide fate of property
tax increase for Autauga schools

Marty Roney
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Information technology giant Meta is coming to
Montgomery.

The social media company formerly known as
Facebook Inc. announced the $800 million data center
Thursday alongside state and local officials. The center
will also bring 100 jobs to the city. 

Meta’s new 715,000-square-foot, AI-optimized da-
ta center will be built off Interstate 65 in Montgomery,
across from the Hyundai automotive assembly plant.
It will join the company’s other Alabama data center

campus, which is located in Huntsville
and represents an investment of $1.5
billion.

”Each day, millions of people around
the world use Meta’s products, and the
next-generation Alabama data center
in Montgomery will soon help keep the
company’s popular platforms running
smoothly,” Gov. Kay Ivey said at a
Thursday morning news conference at
Montgomery Whitewater Park. “Meta
is putting down roots in another great
location in Sweet Home Alabama, and
we’re committed to helping the compa-
ny grow and prosper here.”

California-based Meta also owns
and operates Facebook, Instagram,
Threads and WhatsApp.

The Montgomery data center, reflecting Meta’s lat-
est design, will be its 24th data hub and the 20th in the
United States. Once operational, the facility will be
LEED Gold certified by the U.S. Green Building Coun-
cil. It will be supported by 100% renewable energy and
reach net zero emissions, officials said.

“We are thrilled to announce our newest data center
will be located in Montgomery. The city — and our spe-
cific location — offers great access to infrastructure
and renewable energy, a strong pull of talent and most
importantly, an amazing set of community partners,”
said Brad Davis, director of community and economic
development at Meta. “We look forward to having a
strong partnership for years to come.”

Work at the site is already underway ahead of con-
struction. More than 1,000 construction workers are
expected to be on site at its peak, according to Meta.
The facility is expected to go online at the end of 2026.

“Meta is a globally recognized brand, and having
this world-class technology company launch another
investment project in Alabama clearly demonstrates
the state’s attractiveness to the high-tech sector
around the world,” said Ellen McNair, secretary of the
Alabama Department of Commerce. “We look forward
to building on the close relationship we’ve developed
with Meta to set the stage for even more growth in our
state.”

The news was applauded by local officials.
"Meta's decision to expand into Montgomery with a

state-of-the-art data center showcases how our region
is diversifying into a knowledge-based economy and
highlights the competitiveness of Montgomery and
our economic development team,” Montgomery Mayor
Steven L. Reed said. “This initiative marks a pivotal
moment for Central Alabama and serves as a catalyst
for our entire region’s pursuit of knowledge-based em-
ployment opportunities." 

The Meta team was introduced to Montgomery
Whitewater early in the recruitment process, and I am
glad to see that they have chosen to come back again as
this venue has become instrumental in attracting in-
ternational businesses to our community.Montgome-
ry County Commission Chairman Doug Singleton

Meta is
building an
$800M data
center in
Montgomery
Marty Roney
Montgomery Advertiser | USA TODAY NETWORK

See META, Page 4A

“A 7-mill increase would be an increase of about $70 a year in property tax

payments on a home valued at $100,000. The money would be used for building

new facilities and maintaining current facilities as well as preserving teacher

units and a bonus system for teachers and staff.”
Lyman Woodfin Superintendent
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The center will have an impact across
the region, Montgomery County Com-
mission Chairman Doug Singleton said.

“This project will have an enormous
impact on Montgomery, and I am hon-
ored to welcome Meta to our communi-
ty,” he said. “This project is truly a victory
for Montgomery as we experience con-
tinued economic growth year after year.
This investment of $840 million speaks
volumes to the commitment that Meta is
making to the people of Montgomery.

“The significance of this announce-
ment being made at our Whitewater Park
facility cannot be overstated. The Meta
team was introduced to Montgomery
Whitewater early in the recruitment
process, and I am glad to see that they
have chosen to come back again as this
venue has become instrumental in at-
tracting international businesses to our
community.”

Caryn Hughes, chair of the Montgo-
mery Chamber of Commerce, under-
scored the importance of collaboration
among economic development agencies

in bringing the Meta project to fruition
and commended the local economic de-
velopment team on the years of hard
work it took to win this project.

“We value the significant impact such
investments have on our capital city,”
Hughes said. “This facility will signify an
economic investment exceeding $800
million upon completion and create over
100 new knowledge-based jobs for our
region."

Meta, then known as Facebook, an-
nounced plans for its first data center in
Huntsville back in 2018, and the facility
began serving traffic three years later.
Since then, the company has added new
buildings to the campus’ footprint, dou-
bling its initial investment to about $1.5
billion and increasing its workforce to
over 300 operational jobs.

Meta’s sustainability practices have
generated investments in renewable en-
ergy projects, and it has also supported
Huntsville area schools and educational
organizations with over 85 grants and
sponsorships exceeding $4.2 million
since 2019, according to the company.

Contact Montgomery Advertiser re-
porter Marty Roney at mroney@gan-
nett.com.

Meta
Continued from Page 1A

Quick Response codes, better known
as QR codes, are a very popular way to
get information. QR codes are scanna-
ble barcodes that will direct you to a
website. However, scammers can create
QR codes to trick people into visiting a
fraudulent website or downloading
malware that compromises their per-
sonal information.

For example, scammers may:
h Cover official QR codes with fake

ones on parking meters, menus, or mag-
azines.

h Send QR codes via email or text
message pretending to be from delivery
companies.

h Request that you confirm your in-
formation due to suspicious activity on
your account using imposter QR codes.

h Place harmful codes on social
media advertisements.

Here are some tips to avoid related
scams.

Verify the Source: Before scanning a
QR code, make sure it comes from a
trusted and reliable source. Legitimate
QR codes from Social Security will al-
ways send you to a safe and secure web-
page at www.ssa.gov.

Inspect the Code: Scammers may
use tactics that mirror a legitimate QR
code. Take a moment to examine the QR
code closely. Look for any signs of tam-
pering, unusual colors, or misspellings.
If something seems suspicious, it’s best
to avoid scanning the QR code.

Be Cautious of Unsolicited QR
Codes: Avoid scanning unsolicited QR
codes received via email or text mes-

sage. Be aware of codes from unknown
sources. We will never send a QR code
via text or email asking you to confirm
your information.

Be Aware of Urgent Requests Us-
ing QR Codes: Fraudsters often pre-
tend to be government officials and
use fake QR codes to defraud people.
For example, a scammer may pose as a
Social Security employee claiming
that you have an outstanding debt or
there’s a problem with your account
and demanding immediate payment.
A scammer may send fake QR codes
via text or email requesting the pay-
ment. Remember, Social Security will
never request any form of payment us-
ing a QR code.

Stay Informed: Stay up to date on
the latest QR code fraud and scams.
Follow trusted sources such as cyber-
security blogs, news outlets, and offi-
cial government websites for updates.

QR codes are an easy and conve-
nient way to get information, but it’s
important to remain vigilant when us-
ing them.

For more information, you can re-
view the Federal Trade Commission
Consumer Alert at www.consum-
er.ftc.gov/consumer-alerts/2023/12/
scammers-hide-harmful-links-qr-
codes-steal-your-information.

You can report suspected Social Se-
curity imposter scams to the Office of
the Inspector General’s website at
www.oig.ssa.gov/report. We encour-
age you to learn more about fraud and
scams on our Protect Yourself from
Scams webpage at www.ssa.gov/
scam.

Please share this with those who
may need it.

Kylle D. McKinney is an Alabama
Social Security Public Affairs Special-
ist

Social Security: Protect
yourself from QR code fraud 

Social Security
Kylle’ D. McKinney

Guest columnist

Voters in a slew of states could see
abortion protections explicitly on the
ballot this year, in the form of proposed
constitutional amendments. 

To be effective, though, Democrats
say they’ll also need to secure state-
house victories in 2024. 

The Democratic Legislative Cam-
paign Committee, an organization fo-
cused on electing Democrats at the
state level, said in a memo Thursday
that these referendums “can be an im-
mediate or initial fix, but the long term
building of power in state legislatures is
the most effective way” to secure abor-
tion access for Americans across the
country. 

Abortion rights advocates have been
on a ballot measure winning streak
since 2022, when the Supreme Court
overturned Roe v. Wade, a 1973 case
guaranteeing the constitutional right to
an abortion. 

But as some of those successful
measures have faced Republican-led
challenges after Election Day, and with
several states not allowing for citizen-
led ballot initiatives, DLCC President
Heather Williams told USA TODAY the
organization’s focus goes beyond ballot
measures. 

“These measures are an important
piece,” Williams added. “But we know
that without also building power in the
state houses, we’re not doing enough.
We’ve got to do it all.” 

The DLCC announced a $60 million
budget in January to boost candidates
and reach out to voters about abortion
rights, though it has not yet announced
any new investments into this focus. 

But the group and other advocates
are sounding the alarm on reproductive
rights in 2024 and warning that ballot
measures are not an end-all solution. 

At least four states will include on
November’s ballot a measure to en-
shrine abortion access in their consti-
tution, and related initiatives continue
in about a dozen other states. 

In some of those states, including
Florida and Missouri, Republicans hold
a statehouse supermajority, making
the implementation of any measure
that passes potentially complicated. 

Another reason to pay attention to
control of statehouses, Williams said:
24 states do not offer residents the op-
tion of having a citizen-led ballot initia-
tive. 

On that list is North Carolina, where
abortions are banned after 12 weeks,
with exceptions. 

“I get asked that question every time
there’s a successful initiative in anoth-
er state, if we can do that, and it’s just
not something that we’re able to,” said
Tara Romano, executive director of Pro-
Choice North Carolina. 

But Williams said states like Roma-
no’s will not “get left out” of attempts to
increase abortion access. 

“It is being done by Democrats in
power in the state houses,” she said,
pointing to places like Michigan where
a Democratic trifecta expanded abor-
tion access with its Reproductive
Health Act earlier this year. 

Meanwhile, the DLCC will be watch-
ing voter behavior in 2024 as guidance
for future elections on expanding Dem-
ocratic majorities across the map, Wil-
liams said. 

Organization aims to
boost abortion rights
beyond ballot measures
Savannah Kuchar
USA TODAY

The Democratic Legislative Campaign
Committee and other advocates are
sounding the alarm on reproductive
rights in 2024 and warning that ballot
measures are not an end-all solution.
JACK GRUBER/USA TODAY FILE


